Julius L. Chambers: A Celebration of His Life, Career and Legacy

By Darla Clarkson

On a sunny morning in July, Julius L. Chambers, Esquire and his wife of 50 years, Vivian, reflect on a life lived in the spotlight, even when the spotlight seemed like the last thing they wanted. Many people do not know the name of Julius Chambers, but they are certainly feeling his legacy. He fought for the rights of black students for a better education, voting rights for all minorities and fair housing and employment practices for over half a century. His house, car and office were all bombed at one point by those seeking to stop his lawsuits or silence his passion for the civil rights of others, but he is still here.
His life is quiet now, in the Charlotte suburb of Tega Cay, South Carolina, with his wife and nearby family but he is no less interested in ensuring those rights are not limited. Here, amidst his books, awards, and photos of him with every democratic president since Jimmy Carter, he expresses his hope to pass the torch to a younger generation. He fears they do not remember the past trials and tribulations and that the lack of remembrance will make it easier for things to go backwards.
One of the ways he attempts to secure funds for the legal defense of those rights is through the Julius Chambers Invitational Golf Tournament. The tournament is held annually at the PGA Golf Club in Port St. Lucie, Florida and is a large fundraising event for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund. This year was the 32nd Annual Invitational and the PGA honored Chambers for his Life, Career, and Legacy on June 5th. The event was co-chaired by Vernon E. Jordan, Jr., a long-standing member of LDF’s Board of Directors and Senior Managing Director at Lazard Freres & Co and Joseph P. Steranka, Chief Executive Officer of the PGA of America and Chairman, World Golf Foundation. For more information about the LDF, visit www.naacpldf.org.
From 1984 to 1993, Chambers was the Director Counsel of the NAACP LDF while defending the attack on civil rights and Affirmative Action prevalent during that time period. From 1993 to 2001, he was the Chancellor of his alma mater, North Carolina Central University. In 2001, he returned to the law firm he co-founded, Ferguson Stein Chambers Adkins Gresham & Sumter PA, where he is now Of Counsel. The law firm specializes in civil rights, constitutional and employment law. He also serves as Director of the Center for Civil Rights at University of North Carolina Law School.
When not working, he plays golf at the Tega Cay Golf Club near his home. He loves to bring his eight year old granddaughter there but says “she doesn’t like it when she can’t hit the ball!” He also enjoys their home on Lake Wylie in Tega Cay which is Polynesian for “beautiful peninsula” where his wife says, “we have been here over 30 years and remember when there were just a few houses here.” Currently the planned community has over 5,000 residents and knows how to celebrate holidays in style. The Fourth of July weekend had over 10 events planned including a parade, golf tournament, dance, carnival and fireworks. 
The 27-hole championship golf course at Tega Cay is a beautiful but challenging one. The Grande View Nine has many bunkers and water hazards. The bent grass greens are a little on the small side, so accuracy is at a premium here. The Carolina Pines Nine has less water hazards, but the narrow fairways and doglegs of the course make it a test for any golfer. Finally the Cove Nine is shorter and par is only 35, but don’t let that fool you. It’s still going to be an “uphill” battle. For more information on Tega Cay Golf Club, visit www.tegacaygolfclub.com. 
