Church Attendance and Scandal…Is There a Correlation?

By Darla Clarkson for Urban Spice Magazine

If you live in the Atlanta area, you probably know by now about the scandal involving the Bishop Eddie Long of New Birth Missionary Baptist Church in Lithonia. The allegations of sexual misconduct with young male members of the New Birth Academy, along with many other cases of sexual abuse by authority figures in church, have caused many to question their faith in the leaders of their churches. In an ongoing conversation for future issues, we at Urban Spice Magazine are posing a few questions for our readers. 
A Gallup poll published in June of 2010 for the period of February 2008 – May 2010 suggested that church attendance is still on the rise even as consumer confidence rose at the same time. Normally the opposite is true. The average percentage of Americans attending church often (once a week or more) was 43.1% at the end of the polling period; up from 42% in 2008. Interestingly, non-hispanic black average attendance was 55%, virtually the same as Republicans and over 65 Seniors. So, with this overall uptick in church attendance, why does it seem that more people are not going to church in Atlanta?

Have the scandals involving allegedly gay pastors such as Rev. Ted Haggard and Bishop Eddie Long made you decide against attending church? New Life, Rev. Haggard’s church, reported a 20% drop in attendance after Haggard resigned in disgrace. 
He and his wife have since started a new “church” called St. James Church in Colorado. Even though he is not allowed to be a pastor, he says St. James will be a place of “strength and refuge.” According to Haggard, a “portion” of the tithes each week will be distributed by a different member of the congregation to “people or organizations in need.” What happens to the rest of the tithes is not reported on their website. 
The reporting on Long’s church attendance has yet to be made public, but the majority of people commenting in blogs fall into two categories. Either they love and support Bishop Long or they are disgusted by him. The New Birth website is still touting his books, seminars, CDs and speaking engagements. Life is going on at the church, even though their leader has many questions to answer. 
We also want to know if you agree with Haggard and Long’s stated stance on same sex marriage and homosexuality. Both pastors condemned homosexuality in their sermons and were instrumental in influencing key legislation in the gay rights arena.

How has this newest scandal affected you? Are you opting instead for private worship? Many people who decided to quit attending a church involved in a scandal have adopted private worship. They listen to services at home on the television or just choose to read the bible for themselves. Has this happened to you? If you are a member of New Birth, are you still attending? 
We also want to know, if you are not attending church and you previously did, what changed? What caused you to decide that church wasn’t for you? 
In future issues, we will be tackling this subject and reporting your feedback. Join the conversation! Email your feedback to reginald@urbanspicemag.com or post your comments on our facebook page www.facebook.com/urbanspice.

� http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/dn/religion/stories/041907dnnathaggard.2acf8d8.html





